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College seniors advice to incoming freshmen

Dorm Life  
Survival Guide

Know all the essential 
resources available to 
campus residents.

Read on Page 3

Showing Your  
Maverick Spirit

Learn everything you need 
to know about athletic 
events on campus.

Read on Page 6

McKenzy Parsons 
CONTRIBUTOR

Walking into the first day of 
the first class of the first year 
of college life is an emotion-
al rollercoaster that even 
coffee and energy drinks 
can’t fix.

Students might not know 
what to expect, where to go, 
or how to prepare for the 
next few years of their lives. 
Here is some advice to calm 
those nerves and help make 
college a little easier.

Ben Phillips is a senior cre-
ative media major at UNO. 
As a freshman, he wished 

Ben Phillips (top left), Yessika Ynzunza (top middle), Elizabeth Gaddie (top right), Ann Rodriguez (bottom left) and Amber Johnson (bottom right) advise students to get 
involved and have fun their first year at college.

he had asked for help in 
the bookstore when buying 
textbooks. He also wished 
he knew you didn’t have to 
buy textbooks on campus. 
Phillips also said learning 
how to pack a proper lunch.

“I spent way too much mon-
ey in the cafeteria,” Philips 
said. 

Yessika Ynzunza, a junior 
nursing student at UNO 
said it is important to find 
what you’re passionate 
about and do it.

She wished she knew more 
of the resources on campus. 
To help find those resourc-

es she said, “Overtime with 
the help of some advisors, I 
knew where to go and how 
to get help with classes or 
other stuff.”

Elizabeth Gaddie is a senior 
accounting major. When 
she was a freshmen, she 
struggled with setting up a 
class schedule and how to 
find the right professors. To 
help with the schedule, she 
said to ask an advisor. She 
said to find the right teach-
ers, talk to other students 
who have taken the classes 
before. Her final piece of ad-
vice is to have fun.

“Don’t just worry about 

school. Make college a fun 
experience,” Gaddie said.

Junior communicat ion 
studies student, Anna Ro-
driguez wished she knew 
there was a student gov-
ernment for freshmen. Her 
advice is to try clubs even 
though it is a bit overwhelm-
ing at first. She said to make 
friends and go to the free 
activities on campus. Her fi-
nal piece of advice is to net-
work.

“Shake everybody’s hand 
because you never know 
when you will need their 
help on or off campus,” Ro-
driguez said. 

Amber Johnson is an inter-
national studies senior, and 
she advises underclassmen 
to take classes out of their 
comfort zones. She also says 
to look into the study abroad 
program. Johnson has stud-
ied abroad for a few semes-
ters in Europe and Asia. She 
thought she would never be 
able to afford it, but there 
are so many scholarships for 
students to study abroad. 

“It changed so much for 
me in terms of my career 
dreams,” Johnson said. 
“It can teach you so much 
about your own country 
and the world.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCKENZY PARSONS
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As the school year approaches, the 
sound of the College World Series 
games and fireworks will be replaced 
by the ringing of the UNO bell tower. 

For some, the fresh start brings 
about order and regimen. It is time 
to replace the beach towels and movie 
marathons with books and study ses-
sions. For others, the start to a new 
life isn’t as joyful. Reality begins to 
set in as students leave their normal 
life behind and share a new one with 
unknown roommates. 

“It’s nice being super close to cam-
pus,” said Rebecca Martini, a return-

Charlotte Reilly 
NEWS EDITOR

Warren Buffett announced his dona-
tion of over $100,000 in stock to the 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln stu-
dent newspaper, the Daily Nebraskan 
on July 16. 

The donation to the Daily Nebraskan 
(DN) was included in Buffett’s $3.4 
billion stock giveaway the week of 
July 16. 

The student newspaper started a 
fundraising campaign in January. Its 
goal is to reach $5 million in two to 
four years, according to the DN Gen-
eral Manager, Daniel Shattil. It has 
already hit over $200,000 with the 
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Charlotte Reilly, Editor

ing sophomore, who lived in Univer-
sity Village her freshman year. 

Moving to campus freshman year 
can be scary, experienced students 
shared some tips to help new students 
have a successful start to their year:

Connect with roommates early

Before moving in, find ways to con-
nect with your roommates. Spend 
time getting to know them; it’s im-
portant that you know who you’re 
living with and find similarities 
amongst the group. This also helps 
eliminate the process of doubles in 
inventory. Two vacuums may be nice, 
but spending that money elsewhere 
may be more beneficial.

help of Buffet’s donation, valued at 
$100,608 on July 16. 

The funds will pay the senior edito-
rial staff. The newspaper plans to use 
five percent of the funds to pay the 
staff each year. The production cost 
will continue to be paid by student 
fees and advertisements. 

The campaign was started in response 
to last year’s threat of cutting student 
fee funds, which pay for 30 percent of 
the newspapers budget. The DN end-
ed up getting the funding it request-
ed, but the budget cut scare sprung 
newspaper alumni into action. 

The alumni banded together last 
summer to come up with a plan to 
create enough funds to ensure the 

Get to know your RA

Each dorm has at least one resident 
assistant, or RA, who is trained to su-
pervise those living in the dorm. RA’s 
help conduct order and living in each 
dorm room. They can also help an-
swer any questions about move in or 
classes. So, as moving comes about, 
introduce yourself and connect with 
your RA to learn about what’s going 
on campus.

Know the Rules

All new places have rules that you 
may not be aware of. Spend time get-
ting to know the whereabouts around 
your dorm building and on campus. 
Similarly, be sure to resolve problems 
quickly with your roommates as they 
arise, instead of holding grudges. 

“While your roommates don’t have to 
be your best friends, you still need to 
have a good relationship with them,” 
said Austin Seamann, an RA at 
UNO.  “Sometimes it can be difficult, 
but just try your best to understand 
what your roommate has to say.” 

Likewise, Martini suggests that 
roommate agreements helped keep 
her relationship with her roommates 
in line. 

“It’s also important to be more ag-
gressive than passive aggressive,” 
Martini said. “It helps keep the air 
clear.” Not to mention, this saves 

newspaper could continue to run, 
even if the budget was cut by the uni-
versity. They reached out to alumni 
and readers of the Daily Nebraskan 
to donate or pledge donations. A 
crowd funding site was created as 
part of the national college newspa-
pers campaign. The crowd funding 
site has raised about $14,000, with the 
other funds coming from Buffett’s 
and other donations. 

The DN does not plan to use any of 
the money to increase print revenue. 
It will remain a daily online newspa-
per, with a monthly glossy magazine. 
Shattil said readership of both the 
online content and print content in-
creased last year when the newspaper 
switched to an online-focused news-
paper, with a monthly magazine. 

“We have been making changes in the 
recent years to reflect the changes in 
the industry as a whole,” Shattil said. 
“Students generally have not been 
reading us in print as they used to, 
and they are reading us more online. 
So, we have been making a gradual 
transition to better reach our campus 
audience.”

The DN is not the only newspaper 
that has switched its focus to online. 
The Omaha World Herald (OWH) is 
also focusing on online newspaper 
content and subscriptions, though a 
daily newspaper is still printed. 

the hassle on fine lines, such as food 
sharing and curfew. 

Stay Organized

Next, try to keep your living space as 
organized as possible—this includes 
both your personal space and com-
mon living area. It’s also helpful to 
keep shared spaces, such as the re-
frigerator and cupboards, separated 
out and labeled per each room mates. 
This gives you, your known space for 
your belongings and food. 

Get Involved

Whether it be in clubs or on-campus 
activities, be sure to stay in tuned to 
what’s going on around campus.

“UNO has a fantastic residence life 
experience,” Seamann said. “As RA’s, 
we host several programs like satur-
day night socials and building pro-
grams, which help connect people in 
each dorm complex.”

 UNO events are updated on the UNO 
news webpage. Off campus, students 
can hang out in coffee shops, at the 
zoo, in Aksarben, Benson, downtown 
and the Blackstone District. There are 
events listed on Omaha.com 

UNO is a fantastic facility to not only 
get an education, but also to create a 
life for yourself. Be sure to connect 
with others, stay tuned-in and get 
involved. Most importantly, have fun 
and get to know the “O.”

Henry Cordes, a reporter for the 
OWH, has been with the newspa-
per since 1981. He has witnessed the 
transition from print to online and 
said it has pros and cons. 

“Since 2000, the world has changed,” 
Cordes said. “It has changed in both 
good ways and bad ways. We can now 
be more immediate, and through 
analytics we can learn about our au-
dience. However, people often think 
online news should be free. That’s not 
a business.”

Cordes said in the past the OWH fo-
cused on its print editions, and the 
online content was its “step-sister.” 
Now, however, the online content is 
the focus. The OWH has been push-
ing online subscription growth over 
the past year, and the rates have dou-
bled in less than a year. 

“Increasingly people are seeing the 
value in what we do,” Cordes said. 
“They decide, ‘Yeah, that’s something 
I can pay $10 a month for.’”

Both Cordes and Shattil agree that 
whether in print or online form, stu-
dent journalism is important. 

“We are the independent student 
voice of the university,” Shattil 
said. “We don’t want to see that  
voice silent.”
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 and  
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Students decorate their dorm rooms with posters, art, calenders 
and photos like the one pictured above.
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Five great moments in UNO’s Division I History

Drake Foss
CONTRIBUTOR

In the fall of 2011, UNO began 
the process of upgrading their 
athletic program to NCAA Di-
vision I status. Any school will 
tell you that it’s no easy process. 
Now, 7 years later, the Gate-
way is taking a look back to 
name the 5 biggest moments in 
UNO’s Division I era – so far.

The men’s soccer team goes 
dancing: The 2017 season for 
men’s soccer had its ups and 
downs but had no bigger up 
than winning the league last 
November. The Mavericks had 
a hard-fought battle against the 
Denver Pioneers that couldn’t 
be settled in regulation. With 
a 1-1 score, the match went to 
penalties, and both teams went 
back and forth until a save from 

goalkeeper Joseph Ghitis led 
the way for Emmanuel Hamzat 
to send the Pioneers packing - 
and send the Mavericks to the 
NCAA Division I tournament. 

UNO hockey’s Frozen Four 
run: No season for UNO hock-
ey was better than the 2014-
2015 season, which saw the 
Mavericks boast an impressive 
20-13-6 record - good enough to 
get them an automatic bid into 
the NCAA hockey tournament. 
The Mavericks fought some 
very formidable foes in the re-
gional rounds such as Harvard 
and RIT. The Mavericks won 
against both teams with ease, 
defeating Harvard 4-1 and RIT 
4-0. This would send the Mavs 
to the Frozen Four for the first 
time in UNO hockey history. 
Although they would lose to 
the eventual champions (Provi-

The hockey team observes an old tradition by gathering in the center of the rink, forming a circle. 

dence), it showed the world that 
the Mavericks were not to be 
messed with.

Elvir Ibisevic’s miraculous 
10-minute hat trick: In late 
August of 2017, the Maver-
icks’ soccer team faced a 17th-
ranked powerhouse - Virginia 
Tech. Elvir Ibisevic was out of 
the gate faster than a racehorse, 
scoring his first goal only four 
minutes into the match, off of 
a beautiful shot from the top of 
the box. Three minutes later Ibi-
sevic had another opportunity 
to score and he didn’t squander 
it, putting in a header from an 
outstanding cross by Emmanu-
el Hamzat to put the Mavericks 
up 2-0. The final goal came off 
a penalty kick, awarded to the 
Mavericks. Ibisevic knocked it 
in, giving him one of the fastest 

hat tricks in NCAA soccer his-
tory. The Mavericks would go 
on to win 5-1.

Introduction of legendary soc-
cer coach Bob Warming: After 
the amazing 2017 season that 
UNO men’s soccer had, it was 
a shock when it was announced 
that Jason Mims would not re-
turn as head coach. The spec-
ulation surrounding his re-
placement started immediately. 
In early April of the follow-
ing spring, the university an-
nounced that they had come to 
terms with legendary coach Bob 
Warming. Formerly, Warming 
was the head coach of Creigh-
ton University men’s soccer. His 
presence has bolstered interest 
from fans all over Omaha, and 
in UNO’s first preseason exhi-
bition match against Creighton.

Jake Guentzel wins the Stanley 
Cup: Jake Guentzel was draft-
ed by the Pittsburgh Penguins 
77th overall in the 2013 NHL 
entry draft; however, he decid-
ed to stay and finish his educa-
tion at UNO. Once he finally 
arrived in the league, Guentzel 
was an unstoppable force, scor-
ing 16 goals and 17 assists in 
40 games his rookie season. He 
went on to score 13 goals and 8 
assists in 25 games as the Pen-
guins would end up winning 
their second straight cup. In his 
sophomore season, Guentzel 
scored 22 goals, and 26 assists 
in 82 games played. The Pen-
guins’ dreams for a three-peat 
were shattered by the eventual 
cup-winning Washington Cap-
itals in the playoffs. Guentzel 
however, was on a hot streak, 
scoring 10 goals and 11 assists 
in only 12 games played.

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNO COMMUNICATIONS
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Top of the hill: Men’s soccer preview
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The Omaha men’s soccer 
team will have some big 
shoes to fill this season.

Last year’s Maverick team 
was the most successful in 
program history. For the first 
time ever, Omaha won the 
Summit League title and ap-
peared in the NCAA soccer 
championship tournament. 
This success came through 
the hard work of both the 
team’s senior leaders and 
their mastermind coach. 
However, this year, Omaha 
will have to replace both of 
those components.

Jason Mims, previously the 
only head coach to ever man-
age the Mavericks, left in the 
spring to work on the pro-
fessional side with Real Salt 
Lake. Fortunately, the Mav-
ericks can consider them-
selves to be extremely lucky. 

Bob Warming, a long time 
college coach with expe-
rience at Penn State and 
Creighton, was announced 
as the head coach last spring. 
He has led not one, but two 
teams to the NCAA College 
Cup.

While the Mavericks’ head 
coaching position is un-
doubtedly in good hands, 
there are a few more shoes to 
be filled on the field.

Last year’s team featured a 
senior starter at almost every 
key position. Gone are keep-
er Joseph Ghitis, defend-
er Jacob Weiler, midfielder 
Xavier Gomez, and forward 
Emmanuel Hamzat, to name 
only a few. To make things 
more difficult, last year’s 
leading goal scorer Elvir Ibi-
sevic, who would have been 
a junior, left the team to play 
professionally in Slovenia.

While these losses will surely 
hurt the Mavericks this year, 
there is still lots of talent left 
on the squad. There are sev-
eral players who are worth a 
close watch this year.

Sophomore Diego Gutierrez 
finished his high school ca-
reer as Nebraska’s all-time-
leading goal scorer, scoring 
a remarkable 112 goals. De-
spite this prolific output, 
Gutierrez was never really 
given many opportunities 
to play Division I soccer. In 

fact, he joined the Maverick 
team only after completing a 
tryout and then walking on 
to the team. Now he might be 
one of the Maverick’s most 
dynamic players.

Look for Gutierrez to fill the 
scoring void that was left by 
last year’s leading goal scor-
ers, Hamzat and Ibisevic. 
With the ability to finish - 
and also create chances for 
others - Gutierrez could be 
the one filling up the stat 
sheet this year.

And you may not see junior 
Cole Nelson’s name on the 
stat sheet as much, but the 
Omaha captain’s influence 
will be incredibly invaluable.

While playing primarily as a 
center midfielder, no Omaha 
player has logged as many 
minutes as Nelson. Now with 
the graduation of midfielder 
maestro Xavier Gomez, the 
responsibility on Nelson to 
control the midfield (and to 
lead the team by example on 
and off the pitch) will some-
how increase even more.

The Bob Warming era will 
kick off with an exhibition 
match against cross-town 
rival Creighton on August 
11. Last year’s game against 
Creighton broke the atten-
dance record for Omaha 
Maverick soccer, with 4,986 
fans showing up to watch 

the Dodge Street Derby. This 
year’s contest will be must-
see soccer and could draw 
just as many.

Perhaps the most important 
regular season game for the 
Mavericks will be a home 
match against Summit foe 
Denver University. As the 
two likely favorites for the 
league crown, home field ad-
vantage could be the differ-
ence maker in deciding the 
Summit League regular sea-
son conference champion.

In addition to Denver, match-
es against Clemson, SMU, 
and Cal State Fullerton high-
light the schedule. All three 
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teams made the NCAA soc-
cer championship field last 
year, and have the potential 
to be just as good this year.

In all, the new-look Omaha 
team won’t necessarily have 
it easy this year. Replacing 
the players and coach from 
last year will be a tough task. 
However, with Coach Warm-
ing at the helm, and an array 
of talent on the field, success 
should not be hard to come 
by. 

This team has every right to 
assume they can build on and 
surpass the achievements of 
last year.
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How & Why you should attend UNO athletic events

Erick Mauro
CONTRIBUTOR

Dear UNO freshmen: are you 
looking for something to do 
on campus without dropping 
too many dimes? Are you 
looking to make new friends? 
Sporting events are the way to 
go, and with all the fun ath-
letic programs the University 
of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO) 
has, there are many options to 
choose from.

Mav sports programs include 
both men’s and women’s bas-
ketball, baseball, softball, men’s 
and women’s soccer, men’s and 
women’s golf, tennis, wom-
en’s volleyball, and of course, 
men’s hockey. Many of these 
are played at UNO’s very own 
venue: Baxter Arena, with a ca-
pacity of 7,898.

With all the awesome teams at 
UNO, hockey seems like a log-

ical place to start. UNO hockey 
is played at Baxter Arena—they 
have been nationally ranked for 
much of the past few seasons. In 
fact, in 2015, they made a run to 
the Frozen Four.

For all regular-season hockey 
games, students can get in for 
free. All you must do is show up 
at Baxter Arena and show your 
MavCard at the student en-
trance. Men’s and women’s bas-

ketball, along with volleyball, 
also play their games at Baxter 
Arena, and admit students into 
games for no cost at all. Have 
no fear about parking—Baxter 
Arena offers free parking to all 
home on-campus events. Park-
ing for any Baxter Arena event 
is available in several lots locat-
ed around the complex.

For events at Caniglia Field, 
such as men’s and women’s soc-
cer, parking is encouraged in 
the top level of the east parking 
garage – also known as Lot V. 
However, surface lot parking 
is only a first-come, first-serve 
basis on weeknight games, and 
is only allowed after 7 PM. On 
Friday, all parking garages are 
open for general use. The gates 
to the top floor of the garage 
will open one hour before game 
time to accommodate fans ar-
riving early.

Maverick baseball plays their 
games at Seymour Smith Park. 
The park has a long history in 
the city of Omaha, having host-
ed many high school games, 
college games and numerous 
American Legion and state 
tournaments. The park is locat-
ed on 68th Street and Harrison 
Street, with a capacity of 1,000. 

UNO softball plays at Westside 
Field at Westbrook. This is as a 
result of a partnership with the 
Westside school district - the 
field is located at 80th Street 
and Western Street, about three 
miles away from campus.

One of the best parts about 
sporting events at UNO is all 
the free stuff. Check your email 
for messages from Student In-
volvement, who will occasion-
ally send out invites to pre-
game parties and giveaways. 
These gatherings will frequent-
ly feature free food.

While most UNO sports pro-
grams have released their 
schedules, some have yet to be 
announced. To keep an eye on 
your favorite teams, buy tick-
ets, or check schedules head to 
Omavs.com. The site also in-
cludes parking maps for Baxter 
Arena.

Can’t make it out to the game? 
Be sure to catch all the action 
on the radio. UNO athletics 
will often be called on 1180 
AM Zone 2. And if that doesn’t 
work for you, be sure to follow 
the Mavericks on social media 
– keep track of all the teams by 
following @unothegateway for 
all your latest sports news.

The student section unfurls a massive banner during a hockey game. 
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UNO professors share their talents with Central America
Megan Fabry, Editor

Dr. Beard rehearses with a Honduran flutist.

Greg Staskiewicz
CONTRIBUTOR

There is a different face to Tegu-
cigalpa, capital of Honduras, than 
the one that presents itself to the 
eye: the crime, barbed wire and 

military patrols. That other face is 
full of joy and music.

Tegucigalpa recently hosted the 
International Flute and Percus-
sion Festival of Honduras, where 
over 100 Honduran and Central 

American students, and more 
than a dozen musicians played 
folk, ethnic, jazz and other kinds 
of music in ensembles. The festival 
ran from June 18-22.

Two faculty members from the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
attended the festival. Dr. Christie 
Beard, Regent’s Foundation Pro-
fessor of Flute, and Stacie Hane-
line, pianist and lecturer, played 
alongside percussionists and 
flutists from countries including 
Chile, Puerto Rico, Brazil, Canada 
and the United States, Beard said.

Beard said the festival was found-
ed in order to bring music to stu-
dents in Honduras and other Cen-
tral American countries, where 
there is a lack of music teachers 
that specialize in their instru-
ments.

“They are lucky to find a teacher 
that does music as their specialty 
at all,” Beard said.

She said the festival tries to bring 
music to the students in Honduras 
in any way possible.

Every time she has traveled to 
South America, Beard said, she 
is struck by how the students are 

simply eager and excited for the 
opportunity to play music.

Haneline said, “That’s the one 
thing about the kids in this par-
ticular festival. There was so much 
joy, and they were just so glad to 
be a part of something.”

Beard said the trip to Honduras 
was “nerve-wracking” at first - she 
had never been to Honduras, a 
country said to have a high crime 
rate, where the musicians’ hotel 
had guards, and there were sol-
diers patrolling the neighborhood.

On the other hand, she said, they 
saw people walking around in the 
streets, which was uncommon ten 
years ago.

“I think for me, that was proba-
bly the most striking thing, to see 
that it’s not all doom and gloom 
as you read about in the online re-
ports, and that it’s actually a very 
beautiful country,” Beard said. 
“They’re very welcoming, they’re 
very friendly.”

Haneline said there was a “poi-
gnancy” to the last dinner the mu-
sicians and students had together. 
Though the musicians did not all 
speak the same language, they did 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTIE BEARD

have one language in common: 
music.

Haneline said that after the din-
ner, the students wrote musical 
notes on paper for the musicians 
to read and improvise with.

“It was like an hour and a half of 
just this spontaneous, generated 
music,” Haneline said. “Having 
lived in Central and South Ameri-
ca, they embody this high-spirited 
energy. It’s the culture, it’s the way 
they’re born.”

The festival was held this year for 
the 12th time, Beard said. It was 
coordinated by the Honduran 
musicians Jessie Godoy de Pineda 
and her husband Cristobal Pine-
da. The first festival was first held 
in 2002.

Haneline has been at UNO for 8 
years. She grew up in a military 
family and lived around the world 
in places like South America, Af-
rica, and Australia, which she said 
made her background in music 
unconventional.

Beard has been teaching at UNO 
for 17 years. She grew up singing 
in her Catholic school’s choir, also 
taking piano and flute lessons.
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Students in the Teacher Education Department 
now have the flexibility to earn an education 
degree without pursuing teacher certification.

ANNOUNCING 
NEW EDUCATION 
CONCENTRATIONS

Beginning Fall 2018, the Teacher Education Department will add two new 
concentrations to its comprehensive list of undergraduate education offerings:

»  BS in Elementary Education, Family and Community concentration

»  BS in Secondary Education, Youth and Training concentration

These innovative concentrations will provide students with hands-on 
leadership and learning opportunities, and will prepare graduates to work 
in educational settings outside of classrooms and schools. Employment 
possibilities include careers with non-profit organizations, youth and 
child development, outreach programs, and in the corporate sector.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE OFFICE OF ACADEMIC ADVISING
402.554.2717 | unocoeadvising@unomaha.edu

The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
religion, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its programs, activities, or employment.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION  |  LEARN MORE AT COE.UNOMAHA.EDU



Brew at the Zoo makes adults “hoppy”
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Megan Fabry
A&E EDITOR

Tents with taps of endless beer 
and food trucks filled to the 
brim came prepared for the 
fifth annual Brew at the Zoo 
event at the Henry Doorly Zoo 
July 14.

The event has been held annu-
ally for the last five years and is 
an opportunity for adults ages 
21 and up to enjoy the perks of 
the zoo without children pres-
ent. The zoo hires local brewer-
ies and food trucks for guests to 
check out at their convenience 
while they go from exhibit to 
exhibit.

Sallie Weathers, the marketing 
and events specialist at the zoo 
and a UNO alumna, organized 
this years’ Brew at the Zoo 
event. Her predecessor came up 
with the event idea, and for the 
past two years she has been the 
coordinator.

Weathers began planning for 
Brew at the Zoo in January by 
contacting local breweries and 
food trucks to ensure they had 
the date on their calendar. This 
year, six local food trucks and 
21 breweries attended the event. 
The food trucks were spread 
out throughout the park and 

breweries set up their tents with 
kegs, cans and bottles for guests 
to choose from.

Brew at the Zoo began at 7 p.m. 
with a VIP Only hour before 
the doors opened to the public 
at 8 p.m. The bottom half of the 
zoo was closed off to ensure the 
safety of the patrons, but pop-
ular exhibits such as the Desert 
Dome, the Scott Aquarium and 
the Lied Jungle were open to 
all. The sold-out event attracted 
1400 people from all over Ne-
braska.

“It’s hard to do events like that 
during the day because the zoo 
has to be open to the public,” 
Weathers said. “Our Kingdoms 
of the Night exhibit is different 
during the day because the ani-
mals are nocturnal, so when we 
turn the lights on you get to see 
a totally different aspect of the 
animals and their interactions.”

Word of the event spread to 
UNO students through word 
of mouth and emails from the 
zoo about their special events. 
Bianca Ramirez was one of the 
attendees who took full advan-
tage of the free beer samples 
and authentic food.

“I had fun because of the atmo-
sphere and how everyone was 

Nebraskans show off thier unlimited samples from various breweries.
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enjoying themselves and learn-
ing about different breweries 
and what they made,” Ramirez 
said. “It was also fun to be able 
to go to some of the exhibits at 
night with less people, as op-
posed to during the day when 
it’s crowded.”

This event was, most impor-
tantly, a fundraiser for the zoo. 
All the money that was raised 

from Brew at the Zoo goes back 
to conservation, the zoo ani-
mals and animals in the wild 
all over the world. This year, 
the zoo began a partnership 
with Zipline Brewing Company 
called Beer for Conservation, 
and Zipline presented their Red 
Panda Wheat Beer at the event. 
The Henry Doorly Zoo has sev-
eral 21 and Up events, such as 
Late Nights at the Zoo August 

23 and Comedy Night in No-
vember.

“We do animal encounters 
where we have animal am-
bassadors that are designat-
ed to bring those animals out 
and show them to the public 
and talk about conservation,” 
Weathers said. “It’s kind of hard 
to see it as a fundraiser, but we 
really rely on events like this to 
keep us going.”
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Interested? 
Contact Det 470: 

(402) 554-2318 or 
unoafrotc@unomaha.edu

THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
religion, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its programs, activities, or employment. 

Let UNO Air Force ROTC help you get to where you need to be - where you belong:

WHAT IS AIR FORCE ROTC?
- AFROTC is a college program that 

prepares you to become an Air Force 
Officer while earning a college 
degree. 

- It gives you the opportunity to get the 
tuition money you need. 

It won’t be easy. But if you’re up to the 
challenge, the rewards will last a 

lifetime. 

TAKE COLLEGE TO THE 
NEXT LEVEL

LIFE AS A CADET
- Joining the program does not commit 

you into joining the military. 
- The first two years are considered 

survey years. 
- 1st year students can expect to spend 

6 hours per week in ROTC:
- 1 hr Aerospace Studies class
- 2 hr Leadership Lab
- 3 hrs of Physical Training

Cadets also have opportunities to 
participate in student organizations, visit Air 
Force bases and receive orientation flights 

on military aircraft.  

BENEFITS TO GRADUATING 
& COMMISSIONING

- Guaranteed job upon graduation
- Starting salary around $39K, plus 

tax-free housing stipend
- 30 days paid vacation
- Fully paid medical/dental
- Flexible retirement system
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UNO hosts second annual conducting workshop
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Taylor Timberlake
CONTRIBUTOR

Conducting is the art of lead-
ing an ensemble with gestures 
alone, but it is not as simple as 
it sounds. Conducting com-
bines the understanding of the 
elements of music, such as tem-
po, articulation, and dynamics. 
Being able to effectively and 
accurately convey the demands 
of the conductors themselves 
allows for a better performance 
from an ensemble.

With that being said, The Di-
rector of Bands from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Omaha 
(UNO), Dr. Karen Fannin de-
cided to make helping conduc-
tors from all around Nebraska 
hone in on their abilities a pri-
ority. Thus, the UNO Annu-
al Conducting Workshop was 
created June 2017. The second 
annual workshop was held July 
7, 2018. Dr. Fannin stressed the 
importance of student involve-
ment in this program.

“We’re all from 
different backgrounds 

and have different 
styles of conducting. 
This seminar isn’t 
about finding one  

way to conduct, it’s 
about learning to 

refine the skills they 
already have.”

“It was a good networking op-
portunity for them because 
many of them are music edu-
cation majors,” Fannin said. 
“It gives them a chance to meet 
some teachers and people that 
might be their colleagues in the 
future.”

It was a one day workshop from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. that includ-
ed an ensemble of students and 
teachers for the conductors to 
use. The free program capped 

Dr. Fannin assists Nebraska teacher during her 12 minute session.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN FANNIN
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The Aging Boom is here.
By 2020, 77 million people will be 60 and older in the United States.  

Are you ready?  We are.  
Be Age Ready. Pursue an education in aging through the University of Nebraska Omaha. We 
offer a minor, undergraduate and graduate certificates, as well as bachelor’s, master’s, and 

PhD degree programs in Gerontology.

at 20 people, but a few others 
came to observe the session. 
Each conductor was given 12 
minutes to lead the ensemble 
and to get direct feedback from 
Dr. Fannin. Jake Senff, an en-
semble member and a senior at 
UNO weighed in on the impor-
tance of this unique program 
and how even 12 minutes was 
enough to impact each conduc-
tor.

“While I didn’t participate as 
a conductor in this seminar, I 
learned so much from watch-
ing each individual conduct 
and receive coaching,” Senff 
said. “We’re all from different 
backgrounds and have different 
styles of conducting. This sem-
inar isn’t about finding one way 
to conduct, it’s about learning 
to refine the skills they already 
have.”

Dr. Fannin created an envi-
ronment that had structure 
and purpose. The first part of 
the day consisted of feedback 
and learning from each per-
son who stood on the podium, 
but the final part was a Q&A 
where teachers sat down and 
discussed new ideas to bring to 
their classrooms.

“We began the day with a lovely 
breakfast. As one person was on 
the podium, the rest would play 

their instruments as we filtered 
between four different pieces” 
said Lauren Milbourn, a first 
year assistant director of bands 
at Millard South. “We broke for 
lunch, generously provided by 
the school, then reconvened the 
symposium in the afternoon for 
more conductors and a final Q 
& A to conclude the day.” 

The Q&A brought in a differ-
ent side of teaching; it was a 
time for open discussions and 
ideas to bounce from person to 
person, allowing for constant 
learning opportunities. The di-
versity of the program and its 
potential will create countless 
opportunities for students and 
teachers all across Nebraska.
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OPINION
Gatewaythe

Will Patterson, Editor

Congressional candidate Kara Eastman’s Q&A with the Gateway

Will Patterson
OPINION EDITOR

Q: What inspired you to run for 
Congress?

My mom in 2016 was diagnosed 
with cancer for the fifth time, and 
we were having a conversation 
about her medical bills. And she 
just said, kind of in passing, “yeah 
the doctor just prescribed me a 
pill for $2,500,” and I said “Well, 
there must be a generic version.” 
No, this is the pill, this is the only 
thing that’s going to help. She said, 
“I’m not going to pay $800 a month 
for prescription drugs” and I said, 
“you have Medicare that doesn’t 
make any sense.” This was at that 
time when there was talk about re-
peal and replacing the Affordable 
Healthcare Act. People like my 
mom, she’s on disability. She’s an 
artist. $800 is a significant expense 
for her—it would be for anybody. 
We weren’t really talking about 
people. How these policies impact 
people. At least that wasn’t what I 
was hearing.

Now that I’ve been doing this for 
a year, I’ve met people who say 
they’re paying $18,000 a month for 
prescription drugs. They’re being 
prescribed medicines that are tens 
of thousands of dollars. That’s cra-
zy. We need to fix this. The issue 
with my mother’s pill was that she 
wasn’t able to leave the house be-
cause she wasn’t able to take that 
medicine. When she passed away 
nine months ago, she wasn’t able 
to move to Omaha, which is what 

Kara Eastman is the Nebraska Deomcratic Party’s nominee for U.S. 
Representative of Nebraska’s 2nd congressional district.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KARA EASTMAN FOR CONGRESS

Be on the lookout for an extended version of this 
article at unothegateway.com later this week.

we wanted her to do so we could 
take care of her. This has obviously 
become a lot bigger than my mom, 
but I do think that our healthcare 
system needs to be fixed, and the 
wealthiest country in the world 
can afford to provide healthcare 
for people.

Q: How would your policy chang-
es stimulate the economy?

It depends on which area you’re 
talking about, but a lot of them 
would. Even with healthcare, 
you would see people actually be 
able to spend money. They would 
have more expendable income. 
They could actually afford to buy 
a house or take a vacation. Look-
ing at things like raising the mini-
mum wage, we see families that are 
working two or three jobs because 
their wages are too low. While un-
employment may be down, wages 
are stagnant. What we’re hear-
ing on the Republican side is “no, 
they’ve already gotten this “big 
raise” and that’s not really true. 
The families we’ve talked to are 
struggling pretty hard. That take’s 
up time, that takes up energy, and 
it’s challenging to raise children 
when you’re working two or three 
jobs. And it’s challenging to take 
care of yourself.

I’ve been working in housing for 
the last 12 years. If we invested in 
clean, safe and healthy housing, 
we would see an incredible boom 
to our economy in terms of Work-
force Development job creation in-
creasing the tax base for commu-

nities and  creating safer, healthier 
communities and that gets into 
environmental stuff like climate 
change. So, if we actually invest 
in renewables, we would be cre-
ating jobs as well on the housing 
side things like replacing windows 
— that’s all local work. You can’t 
outsource that. There are a number 
of ways that the things that I’m a 
proponent of would actually be a 
huge boost to our economy.

Q: What changes would you advo-
cate for in the American health-
care system?

Well, first I think we need to figure 
out the prescription drug issue. 
That seems to me to be one of the 
biggest issues. We must force drug 
companies to negotiate prices.  

We have outside influences from 
lobbyists, from pharmaceutical 
companies, from insurance com-
panies—so they’re keeping these 
prices high. And the reality is that 
we don’t really know how much 
things cost. My aunt was telling 
me the other day she was taking 
an eye drop that cost $8, and she 
went back to the pharmacist a 
month later to get it refilled and it 
was $200. Where’s the explanation 
for that? That’s a huge difference, 
yet,as consumers, we have no idea 
how much these things are sup-
posed to cost. Yet we know that 
if we go to Canada or Mexico, we 
could buy these drugs at a fraction 
of that price. Fixing prescription 
drugs is definitely my first priority.

Q: President Trump has with-
drawn from the Paris Climate 
Agreement. How do you view 
this decision, and how would you 
change environmental policy?

Well, I don’t think it was a good 
idea. I think we have to demon-
strate our commitment on a global 
level to climate change. I believe 
climate change is the number 
one moral threat facing our kids. 
We’re leaving these problems for 
them to clean up. And the other 
reality is that it’s only the wealthy 
that can withstand the effects of 
global warming. So by investing in 
renewables—especially in a place 
like Nebraska with investing in 
wind and solar—we can be cham-
pions of that.

We need to make sure that our 
housing is safe and green. I’ve 
been working in that realm for 12 
years, and I see the return invest-
ment we get on energy efficient 
housing. People then have money 
to pay their lower utility bills. We 
can significantly impact our utility 
bills with just a few improvements 
in the home. This a place where we 
need to take action. We need to do 
it immediately. We don’t have time 
to wait, and this idea that we have 
policy makers that are still coming 
around to believing that climate 

change could be manmade—we 
don’t have time for that. It’s time to 
take action.

I had a conversation with the 
Pope’s climate change scientist 
who had some great, concrete ideas 
about ways we could be addressing 
climate change immediately. One 
of those is giving farmers filters 
for their diesel tractors. He said 
that this would have a significant 
impact. So there are these low cost, 
easy solutions in front of us. There 
are ways we can use technology to 
improve what we’re doing, but also 
significantly impact the environ-
ment.

Q: Where do you stand on immi-
gration and DACA as a whole?

Right now the issue is this incred-
ibly inhumane immigration poli-
cy that we have in front of us. My 
brother actually works as an inter-
preter for the federal court system, 
and he’s now doing this daily re-
port on Facebook about kids being 
separated from their families. He’s 
been seeing this for a while.

I believe we need to pass a clean 
Dream Act. We have enough evi-
dence to show Dreamers are pro-
ductive members of our society. 
They’ve lived here their whole 
lives. They are our neighbors, our 
colleagues, our friends. And we’re 
kind of holding their lives in limbo 
right now, and politicians are us-
ing them as political playing cards. 
We need a comprehensive immi-
gration reform.

We absolutely need border security 
and national security, but the way 
we’re going about it right now—
especially the way the Trump ad-
ministration is handling this is 
so inhumane. It’s hard to believe 
we’re creating interment camps for 
kids in the United States right now.

Q: Should women be able to re-
ceive an abortion, and should 
there be any limitations?

On this issue I support freedom, 
and I support a women’s right 
choose. I believe that women are 
capable of making decisions about 
their own healthcare — their own 
bodies without government inter-
vention. If we actually wanted to 
prevent unwanted pregnancies, we 
would be investing in education, 

healthcare and age-appropriate 
sex education,as well as providing 
birth control. We must stop stig-
matizing a lot of these things.

Q: Do you believe there should be 
any changes in gun control laws, 
and if so, what changes would you 
advocate for?

Universal background checks, 
mandatory waiting periods, ban-
ning the sale of high capacity 
magazines—those are great steps. 
In the healthy housing world, I’ve 
seen cities where they provide gun 
locks to families to make sure 
guns are safer, and they’re not get-
ting into the hands of kids. Using 
technology to make smart triggers 
where you have to be the person 
who owns the gun to use the gun. 
All these things are very common 
sense, but it’s time that we make 
some changes because I don’t want 
my daughter to be afraid to go to 
school.

Q: Would you support increasing 
minimum wage?

Yeah, I support minimum wage 
across the country to at least $15 
an hour. In Nebraska, that would 
definately be the starting point. 
I see too many families that are 
struggling. If you’ve never worked 
two or three jobs as a parent, I 
don’t think you really understand 
how difficult that is. And they’re 
doing it because they have to, 
They’re doing it because they’re 
struggling.

The initial pushback is like “small 
businesses can’t afford that.” 
You’re seeing this play out in 
some cities and some states where 
they’re trying to get rid of wait 
staffs being paid under minimum 
wage and getting rid of tipping. I 
think there’s a cultural shift in that 
that’s going take some time. I don’t 
think we’re really thinking about 
this from the regular, working 
people who rely on these wages. 
It’s very easy for policy makers, 
most of whom are very wealthy, 
to say, “We can’t afford it. It would 
cripple small businesses.” Well, 
I run a small business. We pay at 
least $15 an hour to our employees 
because I want them to be able to 
live and work. And if I’m able to do 
that at a small nonprofit, I think 
that most people could find a way 
to do that as well.
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OPINION

Locally produced “civic duty” fliers encourage racial profiling
Will Patterson

OPINION EDITOR

Jaime Balbuena came home after 
an overnight shift to find four fli-
ers posted on his door. The fliers 
read, “A notice to all citizens in 
the United States of America it is 
your civic duty to report any and 
all illegal aliens to U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
they have broken the law.”

Balbuena said he assumed the fli-
ers were posted on his neighbors’ 
homes. After asking around, he 
discovered that his home was 
the only one. His house is in the 
Hickory Ridge neighborhood of 
West Omaha.

“All my neighbors are white. I 
knew it was because I was His-
panic they were posted on my 
door,” Balbuena said.

These posters encourage racial 
profiling. Without someone out-
right sharing their personal in-
formation, no one should know 
a stranger’s legal situation or cit-
izenship status. What these fliers 
imply is for people to assume the 
legal status of people in the com-
munity based on stereotypes.

On top of the blatant prejudice 
behind these fliers, there is an-
other level of concern. As Balbue-
na stated, individuals came onto 
his property in the middle of the 
night to post fliers while his fam-

ily slept. The situation has caused 
Balbuena to contact the police 
and take precautions about future 
trespassers.

“Whoever did this knew my work 
hours. They knew when I was go-
ing to be home. That’s concerning 
to me,” Balbuena said.

What does this say about Ne-
braska’s relationship with immi-
grants and U.S. born Hispanic 
communities? It has taken a cold 
turn. Progress towards a more 
accepting community has been 
muddled by various hate groups. 
Growing anti-immigrant senti-
ment is pouring over into even 
more extreme prejudices, and its 
pushing socially moderate indi-
viduals into the hands of hateful 
organizations.

“Last time any of [my family] 
experienced anything like this it 
was always spoken words, but it 
was never anything on this type 
of level,” Balbuena said. “It’s nev-
er been someone coming onto 
our property posting this type of 
stuff.”

On a an even more severe note, 
Nazi literature was found in a 
several “little libraries” earlier 
this summer around the city ac-
cording to reporting by the Oma-
ha World-Herald. Additionally, 
a swastika was burned into the 
grass at Memorial Park just two 
weeks ago.
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Unlike what the fliers claim, an 
actual duty of Nebraskans is to 
protect their neighbors, friends 
and family from harassment.

As the school year begins, stu-
dents looking to prevent the 

spread of bigotry should be keep-
ing eye out for any hateful post-
ings. Anti-Semitic fliers were re-
ported to the UNO Department 
of Public Safety on May 8. Any 
students who see any posters en-
couraging harassment or violence 
on campus should immediately 

notify Public Safety or the police.

“I feel people need to start conver-
sating more instead of letting this 
type of close minded thoughts sit 
around and cook in their head,” 
Balbuena said. “I just feel people 
need to talk more.”
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This photo showing four fliers posted on a front door were circulated on social media by Jaime Balbuena.
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OPINION

Elon Musk’s “pedo” comment reveals true motives

Will Patterson
OPINION EDITOR

On June 23, a Thai soccer team 
composed of 11 and 12-year-
old boys, accompanied by their 
coach, explored a cave system 
after practice. The world watched 
with fear and anticipation as res-
cue operations were formed and 
launched into action. The task 

was so difficult, that one rescuer 
would even lose their life.

During these events, tech billion-
aire Elon Musk—well known for 
his eccentric online personali-
ty—announced that he was send-
ing his engineers to help with the 
rescue mission. These engineers 
would be tasked with creating a 
“submarine” that could safely be 
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navigated through the cave’s wa-
tery labyrinth.

There was only one catch—the 
device constructed by Musk’s 
employees wasn’t actually help-
ful to the mission. According to a 
BBC interview with the mission 
commander, the device wasn’t 
practical for the tasks at hand.

According to reporting by CNN, 
one rescue diver said that Musk’s 
involvement was entirely unhelp-
ful and was solely a “PR stunt.” 
This prompted Musk’s infamous, 
now-deleted tweet containing 
the phrase, “Sorry pedo guy, you 
really did ask for it.”

This prompted a public relations 
firestorm, with the diver threat-
ening to sue. While Musk’s in-
ternet personality is its own fas-
cinating topic, followers of the 
rescue mission and fans of Musk 
alike should really consider what 
this incident means.

Musk, whose employees did not 
have a meaningful impact on 
the mission, libelously lashed 
out against a diver, who actively 
risked their wellbeing to bring 
children and their coach to safe-
ty. At face value, this altercation 
between Musk and the rescue 
diver was an inappropriate move 
for Musk. Beyond that, it reveals 
the tech billionaire’s actual pri-
mary goal: an improved public 
image.

To set the record straight, Musk 
did ultimately apologize to the 
diver, but not until after he had 
continued to smear the diver in a 
childish manner.

Even if the submarine had 
worked, his behavior wouldn’t 
have been acceptable.

As consumers of media, it is 
important for us to remain vig-
ilant against public relation cam-
paigns meant to skew our favor. 
This is one of those instances. 
Musk has clearly demonstrated 
that he clearly intended to make 
the rescue mission about his own 
self gain. Frankly, it appears that 
saving the children was a sec-
ondary priority.

I can only hope that in the fu-
ture, the court of public opin-
ion is slower to embrace Musk’s 
online persona and dramatic 
publicity campaigns. While his 
enterprises have gained cult-
like followings, this blunder will 
hopefully help shed a light on the 
grim reality behind ultrawealthy 
philanthropy.

This ordeal is another remind-
er of why celebrity worship is 
so dangerous. At the end of the 
day, he is a business owner who 
puts his financial success above 
all else.

Musk isn’t alone with using ul-
tra-wealthy philanthropy as a 
public relations tool. One could 
argue that improved public im-
age is the main reason wealthy 
philanthropists exist. This isn’t 
an argument against philanthro-
py, but we shouldn’t forget why 
these individuals and organiza-
tions are sharing pieces of their 
vast fortunes.
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EVERYONE KNOWS WHEN THAT OLE’ WHISTLE BLOWS
WE WILL SHOUT, WE WILL YELL, WE WILL SCREAM - GO MAVS

WE WILL FIGHT, FIGHT, FIGHT FOR OUR MAVERICKS
WE WILL CHEER SO ALL FANS WILL KNOW

BE IT WIN OR LOSE OR DRAW
EVERYONE FOR OMAHA

WE WILL FIGHT FOR UNO

UNO FUND
EVERYONE FOR OMAHA

THE UNO FUND WOULD LIKE TO THANK MORE THAN 4,500 DONORS 

WHO GAVE GIFTS LAST YEAR TO MAKE DREAMS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

REACHABLE FOR MAVERICK STUDENTS. FREINDS AND ALUMNI OF 

UNO HELP TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 

PROGRAMS, EVENTS, AND MORE ... BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE IN YOU. 

EVERYONE FOR OMAHA

NUFOUNDATION.ORG/UNOFUND

VISIT US AT DURANGO DAYS’ GET TO KNOW THE O EXPO — THURSDAY, AUG. 23 @ 11 A.M.
LEARN ABOUT PHILANTHROPY | THANK A DONOR | ENTER TO WIN $100 TO THE UNO BOOKSTORE | GET INVOLVED WITH GIVING BACK


